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‘Quotable Quotes’ About Leadership

An two men ride of a horse, one must ride behind.

—Shakespeare

Reason and calm judgment, the qualities specially belonging to a leader.

—Tacitus

You will never get a donkey to move by whacking him on the head with the carrot.

—Anon.—Anon.—

You cannot be a leader and ask other people to follow you, unless you know how to follow, 
too.

—Sam Rayburn

I cannot remember.  I was never told.  It is a State matter.  It is a Federal matter.  It was not 
a core promise.

—Selected statements by Australian state and federal politicians

He who never made a mistake, never made a discovery.

—Samuel Smiles

Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and remove all doubt.

—Abraham Lincoln—Abraham Lincoln—
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There is nothing wrong with having nothing to say, unless you insist on saying it.

—Anon.—Anon.—

Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no-one thinks of changing himself.

—Leo Tolstoy—Leo Tolstoy—

I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my 
destination.

—Jimmy Dean—Jimmy Dean—

We will either fi nd a way or make one.

—Hannibal—Hannibal—

Soldiers win battles and generals get the credit.

—Napoleon Bonaparte—Napoleon Bonaparte—

Be happy while you’re living, because you’re a long time dead.

—Scottish proverb

After the game, the king and the pawn go into the same box.

—Italian proverb—Italian proverb—

The fi nal test of a leader is that he leaves behind him in other men the conviction and the 
will to carry on.

—Walter Lippmann
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Watch your thoughts— they become words.

Watch your words— they become actions.

Watch your actions— they become habits.

Watch your habits— they become character.

Watch your character — it becomes your destiny.

—Frank Outlaw—Frank Outlaw—


